In addition to the above, J. Johnson, Kunitomo Watanabe, and I. B. M. Frew were present.
composition. Some question on the relationship of F. nucleatum BER to Capnocytophaga has been raised.
Minute 6. Serology. The Subcommittee looked at the current status of serological procedures used in the identification of the gram-negative anaerobic rods. Immunofluorescence appears to be the most accepted and successful method to date. A variety of direct and indirect methods are available using whole cells, capsular antigen, and surface proteins in these tests. In addition, the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay procedure has been used successfully in several laboratories in the identification of B. fragilis and related strains.
In most immunofluorescence procedures, it has been difficult to separate B . fragilis subsp. fragilis from B. vulgatus, B . thetaiotaomicron, and B . distasonis. There is, however, consensus that a B . fragilis species-specific polysaccharide antigen does exist. Other shared antigens remain to be identified.
Occasional false-positive results with Escherichia coli and legionellae have been reported, but not confirmed. 
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